
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1                    7 Easter 

The Sunday after 

Ascension Day 

2 Conway Fitzhugh  

Birthday 

3 Church Office is open   

9 am to 1 pm 

4 5 Church Office is open   

9 am to 1 pm 

6 Doug Ponton & Elaine 

Fogliani Anniversary 

7 

8 The Day of  

Pentecost:  

Whitsunday 
Fred & Susan Peck  

Anniversary 

9 Church Office is open   

9 am to 1 pm 

10 Chelsea Miller  

Birthday 

Church Office is open   

9 am to 1 pm 

11 Saint Barnabas 

the Apostle 

 

 

 

Ember Day 

12 Cynthia—Diocesan 

Executive Board Meeting 

13 

 

 

 

 

Ember Day 

14 Flag Day 

 

 

 

 

Ember Day 

15             1 Pentecost 

Trinity Sunday 

Vestry Meeting 

16 Hunter & Stephanie 

Hall Anniversary 

Church Office is open   

9 am to 1 pm 

17 June Primary 

 

18 Cynthia—

Charlottesville Region 

Meeting 

19 Juneteenth 
Florence Wilson Birthday 

Church Office is open   

9 am to 1 pm 

20 21 Summer Solstice 

22             2 Pentecost 

                     Proper 7 

23 24 The Nativity of 

Saint John the  

Baptist 

Church Office is open   

9 am to 1 pm 

25 26 Church Office is open   

9 am to 1 pm 

27 28 

29             3 Pentecost 

                     Proper 8 
Fred & Beth Nichols  

Anniversary 

30 The Apostles  

Saint Peter and  

Saint Paul 
Cynthia Arnold Birthday 

  Eucharistic 

Lectionary Year C 

Office Lectionary  

Year 1 

Sundays: 

10:00 am Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 am Holy Eucharist—Rite II 

Masks optional 
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 Newcomers welcome, visitors expected! 

A Statement on the Decision to Withdraw from the  
US Refugee Resettlement Program 

From Bishop Stevenson 
May 14, 2025 
My Dear Siblings in Christ in the Diocese of Virginia – 
 
Presiding Bishop Sean Rowe announced on Monday of this week that The Episcopal 
Church would be ending its 40+ year partnership with the US government to resettle 
refugees – a public/private partnership that was created by the 1980 US Refugee Reset-
tlement Act. Over the years, Episcopal Migration Ministries – the office carrying out 
this important gospel work for our Church – has resettled nearly 110,000 children and 
adults who have had to flee their homes out of fear for their lives. Presiding Bishop 
Rowe, in consultation with experts and stakeholders around the Church and the world, 
made the difficult decision to withdraw our participation in this federal program after 
being told we would have to begin resettling a group of Afrikaners – white South Afri-
cans who claim economic persecution. I refer you to the Presiding Bishop’s state-
ment for specifics on why this action has been taken. 
 

As many of you know, I was the Director of Episcopal Migration Ministries for a num-
ber of years. Given that, and as you can imagine, I have some thoughts on what has 
happened. I have pondered what I would have done, or recommended be done, had I 
still been the director of EMM. Several folks have reached out with questions, and so I 
take this opportunity to give you a bit of insight into what I think of it all. 
 

First, the Presiding Bishop and his team had access to information that I do not have 
access to – even with my history with and connection to EMM. And, I know that Pre-
siding Bishop Rowe and his team made this difficult decision carefully, and prayerful-
ly. This I know beyond doubt. I am thankful for that, and I am supportive of him, and I 
have told him so. 
 

Also, please know that this is a very, very complex issue. I have seen people who agree 
and who disagree both trying to reduce this action to simple soundbites, and that is not 
a fair or healthy thing to do. I encourage everyone to step back from that course of 
action. 
 

For me, the most difficult thing over the past several months has been to witness a pro-
gram that has helped millions of truly oppressed and life-threatened individuals be all  
shut down, and those persons refused resettlement because of unsubstantiated accusa-
tions of danger to Americans. There are 122 million people in this world who are clas-
sified as in need of resettlement in another country as a result of persecution, conflict, 
violence, or human rights violations – approximately 1 out of every 67 people on  

June 2025 Service Schedule 
 
Altar Guild: Anita Cordray  
Counters:  Claudia Shiflett, Nelson Tucker  
 
June 1 The Seventh Sunday of Easter: The Sunday after Ascension Day 
LEM/Lector 1: Pauline Vismer 
Lector 2:  Penn Bowers 
Usher:   Kevin Cordray 
Coffee Host: Anita Cordray 
 
June 8 The Day of Pentecost: Whitsunday 
LEM/Lector 1:  Penn Bowers 
Lector 2:  Pauline Vismer 
Usher:  Carolyn Smith 
Coffee Host:  
 
June 15 The First Sunday after Pentecost: Trinity Sunday: Father’s Day 
LEM/Lector 1:  Pauline Vismer 
Lector 2:  Ron Howard 
Usher:  Michael Silberman 
Coffee Host:  
 
June 22 The Second Sunday after Pentecost: Proper 7 
LEM/Lector 1: Penn Bowers 
Lector 2:  Wendy Hartsook 
Usher:  Floyd Hill 
Coffee Host:  
 
June 29 The Third Sunday after Pentecost: Proper 8 
LEM/Lector 1: Pauline Vismer 
Lector 2:  Lorrie Pollard 
Usher:  Wendy Hartsook 
Coffee Host:  

the planet. Of those, roughly 73% come from just five countries – Afghanistan, Syria, 
Venezuela, Ukraine, and Sudan. For nearly half a century, the United States of Ameri-
ca has led the way in offering opportunities for a meaningful and safe life to people 
who most likely would otherwise die a horrible death. We have done this because we 
are a moral country, a country of law, and a country of care. The Episcopal Church has 
done this because it is what God ordained as the right and holy thing to do. Jesus was 
never more clear than in his words recorded in Matthew 25:31-46 and summed up by 
the statement that, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these, you 
did it to me.” 
 

I am proud of the work that EMM and The Episcopal Church have done with the min-
istry of refugee resettlement, and I pray that a time will come when we can reenter this 
work. I also call on everyone to pray for those who are truly persecuted—for their very 
lives are on the line. 
 

May God bless the efforts of those who would follow the calling of love for others. My 
siblings in Christ, always remember – love Jesus, embody justice, and be disciples. For 
we are the Diocese of Virginia. 
 

-The Rt. Rev. E. Mark Stevenson  
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